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REASON THINKS: RELIGION DREAMS 



Letters 



POPULARISING SCIENCE AND 

SCIENTIFIC THINKING 
Sir, % 

We hear a pessimistic cry from our old- 
timers that the younger generation is fast 
developing into a last generation owing to 
apparently vanishing traditional* values. 
But a dispassionate observer will not fail 
to convince himself that this is only a 
much desired transitional phase in which 
the old values are getting replaced by new 
ones. 

As a .iierabei of the collegiate touching 
fraternity it is my experience that our 
students are an inquisitive lot and they 
refuse tn re»t contented until you convin- 
cingly satisfy them. But this inquisitive 
urge— necessary for scientific thinking- 
used to be systematically curbed by tradi- 
tional brain- washing and by creating a 
'bush hush* fear psyejioiis among the 
earlier generations. 

That the younger minds are highly 
responsive to informative, intelligent and 
rational stuff was much in evidence during 
the month-long Einstein Centenary Science 



1 » 



lival 01 |] orc 

Science Forum in July 1979 under the 
able presidentship of Dr. H, Naiasimhaiah. 
The overwhelming response from the 
and the general pubKc to the 
lectures by eminent experts jn the different 
branches of science and film shows 
arranged on all the days of the month as also 

"re interesting and well-directed enter- 
tainment programmes on Sundays is really 
commendable and highly eneourag-hg. 

b science festivals and exhibitions go 
a long way in not only educating the 
general public but also in infusing scientific 
temperament and channelising the creative 
ml energies of our youngsters for 
a constructive purpose. 

Faithfully yours, 
S BALACHANDRA RAO 

INTERESTING FREE THOUGHT 

I came across a copy of your magazine 
FREETHUUCHT in ft friend's house. It 
was interesting as well as thought provok- 
ing — Shanktr Sangma. Sumer 
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CAN WE DO THE DOUBLING TRICK? 



Sir, 



We have heard of enterprising bankers who promise to double our deposits in 
5-7 years. We also hear of confidence tricksters who promise to double currency. 

But shall we perform a different kind of doubling trick ? I think if every 3 
Freethought subscriber inot to speak of readers who should number more) enrols * 
just one subscriber per year, rhe magazine can double its circulation every year i 
I hope our rationalist brethren would do this little bit to propagate our cause. j 

1 am sending Rs. 27/- here vith being a year's subscription for three of my * 
friends, whose names and addresses I am sending separately. J 

V. GOPALAKRISHNAN, Madras. 

(Wt thank the correspondent for his gesture. We appeal to our readers to S 
S follow suit and help boost fhs circulation of Freethought. pji \ ? 






THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH Vol DC SEPTEMBEfc 1979 No. 9 



The defense of individual rights has 
reached such extremes as to make society 
as a whole defenseless j gainst certain 
idvals. It is time in the West to defend 
not so much human rights as human 
obligations. 

—Alexander Soizhenitsyn. 
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PERIYAR MINUS 
RATIONALISM 

It was to the credit of Periyar E. V. R. 
that he never allowed politician* to exploit 
his name and reputation during his life 
time. But alas, his fate is no. different 
from that of any great man who lived 
before him. His centenary celebrations 
are a reminder as to how the so-called 
leaden take advantage of *he reputation 
for forth-right atheism built up by the 
great jn eon rnrla it His down-right denial 

of god or anything resembling it is sought 
to be watered down or sidetracked by 
people who seek votes rather than follow 
any principles. "These are the people who 
claim to talk on behalf of the toiling 
workers and the down-trodden masses. 
They pose as champions and spokesmen of 
the common, man while being a parasite in 
the society, looking after the interests of 
the privileged few. Power in their hands 
is power in the hands of the privileged. 
They continue to deceive people and 
Periyar is one more instrument of decep- 
tion in their hands. 

These are the people who celebrate 
Periyar and Rajaji's centenaries in the 
same breath. What did tbesc two men 
have in common ? One was all for super- 
stition and religion, the ether wap for 
demolishing the entire structure of rellj 
[udtng god. One was the spokesman 
(Cvrtid. fn puge 261 'J * 
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Readers' Forum 



ASTROLOGY AND THE FALL OF 
MORARJI DESAI 

The so-called 'Prophet' of Bangalore, 
that is, Dr. B. V. Raman, has tie habit of 
boasting his infallibility in predictions. 
I am quoting herewith some predictions nf 
his own and some by his companions— 
all published in his Astrological Magazine- 
in which be and his family members had 
sed Dr. Narasimhayy.'i The only 
•fault* of Dr. Narasimhayya was that be 
formed a committee to investigate the 
truthfulness of the as.rological predictions. 

In the Astrological Magazine; 1977 
June. 8th ;he Editorial by Dr. Raman said: 

"The Janatha Government will not 
collapse. The period from now until the 
end of the 'Sun's Dasa (21—7—1980) will 
be highly significant for India." 

After i ng the Planetary position*;; 

"This snakes the Government quite strong 
and stable though, as will be seen 
subsequently, some attempts may be mide 
to shaken the government by divisive 
fotces. Tn the Navamsa again, the 10th is 
occupied by exalted Man aid Moon. 
These are indeed strong points for tbe 
continuation of Mr. Morarji Desai 
leader practically throughout the whole 
term. The period around May-June "would 
beoneofanxi^y for India due to Pair si 
in-transigenee. But the Janatha Go' 

mtjnt will i'.icc the 

tation. 

There are portents of Ax 
even clashes o» omi buitkrs with Pakistan, 



Summing up, the New Janatha G 
rocnt will continue to be stable dc: 
or two Balarishta stroke 

Another for. 
the same issi + 

(The positions of the planets it 
horoscope of Janatha Governmen 
Mori \\] ,his is a good 

the life of the Government. 
Government will run for its full. 
5 years or 6 years-as decided 
Government There is every chance 
again returning to power after -: ; 
general election. The present [j 
government will last its full term, 
period from July 78 to July "79 is 
for Desai, but he will overcome it/ 

In, July '7? issue there was thcfojla 
prediction by Sugunakarasarma & C 
Sundara Sastri 

"The Jarutha Government will e 
popular support and command reap 
prestige and it will rn tcgratc di 

difference among the constituents as 
pagated by the js tegime and 

feared by some p I circles. Mr. D 

will be able to remain in the office i 
the middle of 1981 surmounting dirTicr. 
while the Janatha Government will < 
Timie in power for nearly 3 'decades \ 
popularity aud ;. Janatlja pi 

Will be able to have the full support of 
peop'e i h IndiA, also, who so 

supported the coi from 

1977. With all advantageous planet 
positions, the Janatha Government can 
expected to ide a clean .and 

administration and improve the ; 
mora), cultural ecoa« 

and strengthen 

country, • 

Fr< :11 be able to v 

©vcr the public with Ms dynamic polic 



up. 
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and executions of programmes. Under its 

fership the country will pro 
between 1981 — 1991 and will also play a 
conspicuous rote internationally between 
1991 — 1998, 

In the November "7 7 ui. Raman 

es again as under : 

'We do not forsec taut the countrj 
again heading for any major politics] 
shake-up or the Jam arty will break 

up. 

It would be wishful thinking if anybody 
expects that- the Janatha Government is 
going to collapse in the wake of inti 
rivalries. It is likely to complete its full 
tsrm. in spi:e of the Inherent contradic- 
tions within the party/ 
'Political pandits of doom who have 
fondly expecting the fall of the 
Janatha Government will, be sorely dis- 
appointed. The moon —Jupiter tion 
in the 10th from the ascendant in the 
Janatha Government haroscope is highly 
Leant as it protects the G ubni 
9 of the party critics. 
Lo; e 3rd and 8th are veil 

position! [ndioate that the 
tha government is not H > Fall 

isc of in i Ides or 

inal political alignments/ 
ifter the re entry of Charan Singh 
tie Cabinet In 24th January, 1979.) 

'Charun Singh will no doubt ate 

with tht Prime Minister and 1Mb will 
>jsh the image of tne Janatha." 
In March, 1979 the reading 
Muiaiji, Indira. Charan Singh and 
Jagajivaa Ram by Satyaprakash was 
published. He could not forsee the tall of 
irjj and the rise of Charao Singh. 
S. K. Kelkar reveals that Mr, Morarji 
is a keen student of astrology. He told 
Mr. Kelkar in 1954, that the then 
P. M.j Pandit Nehru, was not interested in 
astrology and he himself consulted the 

I'anchanga every day before sita-ting his 
program (Astrological Magazine. 

June 1977). 
But, astrology could not help Mr, Desai ! 



/. from page 259) 

rich ami the oil oke the 

language of the poor. The purpose of Ihe 

men in power is to gel followers from both 

groups. Men without ideology could be 

followers* of both Til no sense of 

i and they do not have any tirae- 

bound programme for eradicating poverty. 
Their only aim is to be cldse to the seats 
of power. 

How else could one explain a rabidly 
religious man like Prabhudas Patwari 
inaugurating this centenary celebration ? 

The fact that he is top well 

vn in Tamil Nadu not to be noticed by 
the organisers of the celebratit: 

What is the qualification of Tarakcsh* 
wari Sinha to inaugurate the Women's 
nicer' h it that she has her fraba* and 
swamijis, galore' 1 Devrsy I mid not 

lift his little finger consulting 

astrologer. Are these the onl> -liens 

of atheism and lam that we could 

find in Tarn I not 

the ' Go t i li a v e i r r u n ged a get - 

of like-minded people who believe 
in and practise the values preached by 
Periyar 7 

We are Isd to the only conclusion thai 
this centenary celeb rati urn like all other 
Iepi 'Tamnhas,' is. meant to he an 
image-builder for the so-called leaders, 
rathe] -..lion of any virtue or 

eradication of any social cvjl . The crti 
of public money which went down the 
drain could have been more purposefully 
utilised for propagation of Periyar*s ideals. 
What could we expect Of a gruup wh.ch 
would not support rationalists but which 
would celebrate Periyar*s centenary i 



* 
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PREETHOUGHt 



NEWS 
AND 

NOTES 



MEDAK DISTRICT RATIONALIST 
ASSOCIATION INAUGURATED 



The Medak District Rationalist Associ- 
ation was inaugurated on 12—8—79 at 
Kowdipalli. The Association is a unit of 
Andhra Pradesh Rationalist Association. 

Mr. M. V. Ramamurthy, Vic* President 1 
of I. R, A. was the chief guest at the 
inaugural function which was presided 
over by the local M. L. A. Mr. C Vittal 
Reddy 

After Mr. N, Chalamaiah, Convenor of 
the Reception Committee welcomed the 
guests and delegates and explained the 
need for the District Association there was 
a self -introduction by the Members. The 
following Office Rearers and Committee 
Members were duly elected. 

Hon. President : 
Dr. K. N. Rao 

President: 
Mr, N. Chalamaiah 

Vice Presidents • 
Mr. P. V. Seshagiri Rao 
Mr. V. Sriramulu 



C* fitter fit Secretary; 

Mr. D. Malla Reddy 

Joint Secretaries : 
Mr, J. Madhava Rao and 
Mr. M. Pundarikan 

Committee Members : 
Mr Ramu)u 

Mr. P. Pratapa Reddy 

• * • 

GUNTUR DISTRICT RATIONALIST 
ASSOCIATION FORMED 

The Guntiir District Rationalist Asaoci 
ation was formed at a function held at 
2, P. High School at Ponnuru on 12-8-79. 
This association will be a unit of Andtua 
Pradesh Rationalist Association. 



was 
wit 



The District Conference which 
attended by over 150 members 
presided over by Mr. Ravipudi Venkatadri, 
President of A. P. R, A. Mr. K. Padma 
Rao, Convener of Reception Committee 
explained the need for Rationalist Society. 

The. following Office Bearers and Com- 
mittec Members were unanimously elected 

President : 
Mr. G. Koteswara Rao, Ponnuru 

Vice-Presidents : 
Mr. E, L Narayana, Bapafla 
Mr, A. Raghava Reddy, Tenali 

General Secretary : 
Mr, D. Seetharamaiah, Chita lapudi 

Joint Secretary : 
Mr. IL Yasantha Rao, Velavarru 

Committee Members : 
Mr. A, Nagi Reddi, Teaali 
Mr. A. Esupadam, Repalle 
Mr. G. Sambasjva Rao, Pcnni: r 
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Mr. P. V, Raghavaiah, Repalle 
Mr. N. Chandrasekhar, Bapatla 
Mr, T. B. Raju, Guntur 
Mr. N. Rama Rao, Sattenapalle 
Mr- Ravi Babu, Bapatla 
Mr. N. Sambaiah, MunjpaUe 

The conference was followed by a Public 
Meeting in the evening, which was 
addressed by Messrs. Rtvipudi Verikatadri, 
N, V. Brahmam, and Venigalla Subba Rao- 
The highlight of the Meeting was the 
rationalist songs sung by Mr. G. Babu 
Rao 

The organisers deserve special congratu- 
lations for making the function a grand 
success despite the obstructions from the 

obscurantist forces. 

• • * 

AMBEDKAR STUDY CAMP: 
A Study Carap was organised on tlje 
1 8th & 19th of August under the auspices 
of Ambedkar Mission Society, Pb. (Regd.) 
on the grounds of the Ambedkar Bhavan 
at Jullundur, About 100 delegates from 
all over Punjab participated. 

Speakers tried their best to explain the 
ideals that Dr. B. R. Ambedkar fought 
for all his life. Dr. Sutendra Ajnat, 
President of the Society , in his inaugural 
speech spoke on Rationalism and con- 
cluded that Ambedkarism is only another 
name for Rationalism, 

Mr. R. C. Paul, Advocate, fried to 
explain the Ambedkarian slogan — educate, 
organize and agitate. 

Dr. Kamlc from Nagptu\ who is the 
Chief Organiser of Samata Sainik Dal, 
spoke on "Force and Violence," 

Ms. Soma Sublok, M.A., stressed the 
need tor the participation of women in such 



camps as well as in the movement as a 
whole. 

Mr, L. R. Bailey, Editor, Bheem Patrikt 
clarified the doubts raised by the gandhists, 
traditionalists and communists. At everjr 
Step he read out relevant portions from 
the books written by Dr. Ambedkar. 

The camp concluded with a speech by 
Mr. Bhagwan Dass M.A., L.L.B., Editor 
Bheern Patrika (English Edition), who 
spoke on the ways and means to promote 
the movement 

— Prof. Surendra Ajnat, 
Banga, Punjab. 
* • * 

PRESIDENT RELEASES RECORD 

OF HYMNS r 

Along paying record Sri Venkateswara 

Pancharatna MaJa containing sarrJcirthanas 

rendered by Smt. M. S. Subbulakshmi was 

aaed by the President Mr. N, Sanjiva 

Redd! here today. 

is Pancharatna Mala, dedicated to the 
Lord of the Seven Hills contains Sam- 

kirthanas of Sri Tallapaka Atmamacb; 
who spent most of his life composing 
in simple and sweet Telugu in praise of 
Lord Venkateswara. 

The long playing record is the first in 
the series of five records sponsored by the 
TirumaTa Tirupati Devasthanams, 

— * The Hindu * 

Comment ; A man who spends most of 
his time writing verses in Telugu praising 
'Him Ms honoured. But of what social 
value was his effort ? And to think that 
the nations President amidst all this 

political nulla baloo and the rising prices - 

should find time to release a record of 
hymns - shame indeed ! 



2$4 



CURRENCY IN HUNDI DAMAGED 
Gtiruvayur t Aag. 12 

Currency notes worth several 
of rupees mingled with jnd 

damaged in the hmdi kept in front ol 
famous Krishna Temple here. 
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This came to light when the box 
opened for | i] counting on Frinay, 

The hundi Was filled with water a 

unprotected ' y rain. 

i 
* * * 

'Comment! : What a contradiction 
the 'Lord 1 Krishna who could not safe- 
guard his own hundi is believer! to save the 
'Souls* of his Bhaktas ! 

ATHIGIRI VARADAR WEARS 
VASTHRAM' 

Tirupati, Aug. 12 

Kancheerjuram wore a festive lock 
on Friday to receive the special silk 
'vasthram', presented by the Tirumala- 
Tirupati Dcvasthanaras to Sri Athigiri 
Va radar. 

This HasthrauT had earlier in the day 
adorned Lord Venkateswara at - Tirumala 
after abhishekam. It was then taken in i 
procession through the Mada h 

Tii iimata and brought to Kaacheepu. 
accompanied, hy Vedfc patidits and th« 
temple staff, 

At Kancheepiram, amidst chanting of 

Vedic n»anthrn:ns, the 'vasthram* N was 
taken out in a colourful procession, led by 
the temple elepb 

■ Mr. P. V, R. K. Prasad, TTD E*een 
Officer, was later honoured with the 



Vasthram of 
Lord Va fa an address read on 

i the trustees of tl rada«- 

^i ternpTe urged the TTD to 

'manam 
of Perundevi Thayar, consort of Lord 
Varadaraja, as it had done in the case of 
the Kamakshiamman temple recently. 

— The Hindu. 



Comment ; Comments are really super- 
fluous to highlight the huge waste of 
money, materials and nun-hours, to 
pfOp n imaginary 'God*, 

official^ i e TTD is thriving on rhe 

wealth of their god, a a! the 

instance of people's ignorance. ■ 

Imagine the two L 
and Var -lent go 

the silk cloth, got after kjlHag thousands 
of cocoons which are* their own 'creations'! 
No wondfcr the Lord !fc, rhe 

ho rich. Why dli 
l cotton fabric, the mm 

by millions of their own devotees^ 



NAKED PRAYER ! 

Kanpur, Aug. 13 

Sc c women of Bairi Akbarpur 

village stripped and ploughed their land 
for two hours on Friday aight to in 
the ram god, according to reports recc 
here tod, 

Women of adjoining \ How 

suit on Sunday night, it is learnt 



September, 1979 



265 



It is the belief in [i :s that the 

practice will please the rain god, Indra 
and he will send rain. 

— The Indian Express 

* * * 

Comment ; The religious male chauvi- 
nists right .iu hat! degraded 
women. 'Lards* Indra and Yarwia rrmst 
be feasting their eyes on bare 
looking down From the sky! Kris] 
their fellow — god did the same hiding 
id the trees. leer ng at the bathing 
Oop ',]. Should people woulrip such 
lecherous gods ? 

* » * 

'■ NUS APPROPRIATION" OF 

DEVASWOM BOARD 

COLLECTIONS 

Cochin, Aug. 21 

The Kerala High Court on Tuc- 
ked the Travancoie Devaswom Board 
not to l|un. , colki 

by sale of tickets or public appeals for 
donations without taking the Court's 
express permission. 

A Division Bench of the Court, consist- 
ing of Mr. Justice V. ! Eradi 
and Mr 

passed this order after having form 1 

the Board offi had misappropriated 

donations made by devotee - 

Ayappa to the Saba rim j neat 

Fuad, 

—From "The Hindu* 



Comment: The learned Judges had 
passed strictures exposing the parasitic 
ways of the Devaswom authorities and 
their black robed delerious pilgrims. The 
corrupt officials should not only be 
hounded out of office, but punished. We 
hope that our Kerala rationalist brethren 
are already pursuing the matte 



TNESE PRODUCE TEST-TUBE 
CALF 

Chinese scientists have successfully 
transferred an embryo from one cow to 
another, the New China News Agency 
reported, 

Giving details ofJJic experiment, it 
said that the new technique helped to 
accelerate the spread of fine breeds of 
cattle as well as eliminating disc 

B experiment, carried out at a 
Shangai farm, started with a 

hormone injection' into a black cow's 
uterus to stimulate discharge "of m 

cow was then artificially Lnseini- 

ith frozeji semen. - A fertilised 

ovum was surgically removed and placed 

ic fallopian tube of a black and 

cow. A sturdy, healthy f« 

calf was born as a result. 

* * * 

One of our religious ignoramuses may 
come oar Kamadhetu 

-e without the help of the 
Nandi Bull ? . 
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LACUNAE IN HINDU 
MARRIAGE ACT 

Mr, Justice, T. Sathiadev iggested 

suitable amendments to the Hindu 
Marriage Act to safeguard the interests of 
women wronged by tticir husbands. 

Delivering judgement in a Civil miscellane- 
ous; second appeal, His 1 orrkbip Mr. Sathia* 
dev suggested incorporation of amend ments 
to provide for compensation for loss of 
status. Whenever a women was wronged 
she should be provided for one half of her 
husband's share in the properties as on 
date of marriage or portionate share 

on the date on which she was forced to 
leave her husband, whichever Ivan- 

tageous to her, in uase her husband desired 
divorce, 

Other suggestions made by His Lordr 
included : (a) If children were in the cus- 
tody of the woman, apart from grant of 
maintenance ic them, she should be com- 
pensated for the sole responsibility she had 
assumed for their care, anxiety and atten- 
tion in their upbringing as future citizens ; 
fb) when the husband filed a divorce petj- 
he paid monthly maintenance 
and children, divorce petition 
should not be presided for ; (< the 

Workmen's Compensation 1 . unless 
interim corn pen sat fori was deposited, no 
appeal could be filed and Sec. 52 of the 
Fsreign Exchange Re. i Act t 

gaged payment of penalty before an appeal 

iy, it provision 
should be ruaJe u ihe EJinJu Marriage 
Act for the husband b^'' orce 

appeal. This would go a 1 y in 

mitigating 'the ertril- if facing 

procrastinating: 

The only n te Act, His 

Lordship said, wa iivorced 

women to claim permanent alimony and 
nothing more. Paradoxically courts, in 
most cases, fi; 

Rs. 25ji- as mo] had 

happened in this case. 1 re deci- 

sions, where maintenance of about two 



bags of paddy, about Rs, 5/- in cash and 
one saree every year had also been fixed. 

tt was needless to say that payment of a 
permanent alimony under Sec. 23 of the 
Act was of satisfactory relief. Further, 
procedure prescribed for realisation of 
maintenance was so cumbersome and 
nervcractng that in sp.tc of securing an 
order for maintenance, the woman was 
unable to realise the amount for years. 
Even for a decade and more, no amount 
of maintenance could be realised by 
courts and paid to women in distress. 

' Tne Hindu ' 

Comments: Marriage is a social custom 
and it is unfortunate that a religious 
cannotation is given to it in the Act, 
calling it 'Hindu Marriage Act\ 'Muslim 
Marriage Act' etc. The latter is even more 
inequitous against women. But (he ]acunae 
jn the Acts as brought out by -.he learned 
judge perhaps touch only the fringe I 



MORADABAD STAMPEDE 

Twenty four persons. Including 17 

children and four women were iilled in a 

ipede when a huge crowd was returning 

after witnessing the Dussera celeb rations 

here this evening. 

• stampede occurred on a railway 
bridge which connects the town with the 

Ramiila inaidan. 

Local authorities said that some 'anti- 
it" elements started teasing women and 
the later started running. 

There was great panic as the women 
started fleeing and in the stampede that 
followed, many children and women were 
crushed. 

Comments : So the blood thirsty Kali 
has tasted the blood of her own Dussera 
merry maters ! The * ami -social * elements 
admittedly were present in the rein 

tring. Hardened Criminals and reli- 
gious cheats join hands, you know ! 
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PERIYAR 

—A Movement 



ft. z/J CjUWliltiXfitKlUltll 



Under the obnoxious caste yyjiieiii ninety 
seven percent of our Indian population is 
dubbed *Sudras' — the slaves. Many 
indeed are condemned from their birth to a 
life of seclusion, starvation, serfdom and 
poverty. Even cattle get better treatment 
and live in more spacious surroundings 
than uur own brethren, the.- one liruc 
untouchables and Adi Dravidas and later 
day Uarijani. Neither the foreign rulers, 
the British, who chose to eat fram their 
hands nor the Swadeshi counterparts who 
did not hesitate to grease the palms of the 
so-called Harijans during the elections, 1o 
snatch away their votes, came forward lo 
wage a battle royal to eradicate untoucha- 
hility and to create a society of equals. 
The British toot shelter under the Queen's 
jrnjtiivi of neutrality in religious 
is and excused themselves from their 
obligation to fellow human beings. The 
2 



Swadeshi rulers belong mostly to Lin 
called higher castes and as such have a 
vested interest in protecting their hege- 
mony. Though they repeatedly shed copi- 
ous crocodile tears at the plight of our 
downtrodden people, nothing effective has 
been achieved towards the abolition of 
casteism. 

FIGHT AGAINST UNTOUCH ABILITY 

It was given to Thanthai Periyar 
E, V. Ramaawamy to administci tDDefc 
treatment to millions of us, the protectors 
of the evils of casteism. 

The year 1924 witnessed the first 
organized revolt against untoucbabitity. 
Till then. Mow caste* people could not 
walk through a certain street in Vaikom, 
Kerala. 

E. V. Ramaswami was then the Presi- 
dent of the Tamil Nadu Congress. Hi* 
help was sought for.- He himself went to 
Vajkon and took charge of the agitation. 
He was arrested and sentenced to a month** 
imprisonment. Periyar*s wife, Vagammai 
joined the agitation and continued it. 
Pciiyar, t on release from the prison, rook 
up the agitation once again. He was 
sentenced to imprisonment for six months. 
But the agaitation was successful. The 
right to walk through any public street was 
guaranteed to all citizens 

The Vaikom Hero, F. V. Ramsswjml 
returned to Tamil Nadu victorious, with 
all gloiy. 
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J OMMUNAL REPRESENTATION 

With all the eloquences! his command. 
Mr, Ramaswamy, the mighty power hous* 
uf Tamil Nadu Congress, was campaigning 
for over four years in favour of communaf 
representation both in services and elect ve 
positions of public responsibility, Wncn 
th* State Conference of :hc Tamil Nadu 
Congress,, which met in 1925 at Kanehue- 
purnrn, would nrv even mire, up for con- 
sideration on merits, the principle of 
communal represent a lion. Periyar Rama- 
swamy did what is expected of an honest 
leader of intelletual integrity. When he 
became convinced that the Congress had 
only ji narrow outlook and il was not 
prepared tc look beyond the horizon of 
politic*! righti. Periyar left tha Congress. 
in building which his part wis indeed frttt. 

LEAVING CONGRESS 

To five up Ihe Chairmanship of the 
Temple Administration Comrritree, to give 
up ease and luxury was an act of great 
sacrifice on the part of E. V. R. With 
equanimity.. E. V. R. chose to throw over 
board the hi|h reputation he enjoyed 
among the masses, when he walked out of 
the Congress. 

Hs launching of the Seir Respect Move- 
ment was the third glorious chapter of his 
long public service. This engrossed in full 
hk v hole public agitat onal activities, N 

A REVOLUTIONARY 

Periyar EABaswami wag a life long 
revolutionary. He struck severe blows on 



all the estabEshtd thoughts and practices 
of 'our society. He spent sixty glorious 
years in relentlessly brcakine the barriers 
of caste. 

When Periyar entered public life, inter* 
dining was tabooed. Extremism in politics 
child-like conservatism in matter* 
social, were the fashion of the day 2 
among vegetarian students, the Brahmini 
would not dine wlti non-Brahmin vege- 
tarians, Railway catering sections had 
separate dining mill for Brahmins 
Non-Brahmins. At every step, the Non- 
Brahmin was. then, reminded of hi a 
inferiority by birth. AT these symbols of 
discrimination have since vanished in 
Tamil Nadu, thank- :o the unprecedented 
and un parallel led, bio. 'dies* war that 
Periyar and his followers waged for over 
six decades. 



GREAT RATIONALIST 

As the enbodiment of Rationalist}, 
E. V. R. did hts best to convince and 
persuade others but never imposed his 
ideas and convictions on others, even on 
those who were dependent on him. 

No doubt Periyar was a renowned 
Atheist. This kunuclast. indulged in the 
symbolic breakinf of thcunagc or Ganesha 
and burning of the picture of Rama. These 
were two telling demonstrations of his 
revolt and rebellion n lief* 

which sustain the crippling a..- 
Neither during tbirse demonstrations nor at 
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any time did Tamil Nadu witness any ugly 
out-burst of violence against Brahmin caste 
aid com-nunitv ss long as Periyar Rama- 
swam i was alive, 

May 1 point out that Pcriyar Rama- 
swami, :n his later days, was maintaining 
hi orphanage in Pcriyar MaJigai at 
hrucbirapaiij. Once when 1 called on 
Feriyar, I listened with my own cars and 

ith great surprise the prescribed Prayer 
song being sung by the inmates of the 
orphanage before the commencement of 
the days work: Periyar explained that 
he did'not want to exploit the hclpleis 
situation of the orphans to force down 
their throats his conviction name 
Atheism 

SOCIALIST 

After hi* tour in the Soviet Union, jn the 
eirly thirties, Pcriyar became a confirn 

daiist. He was a great and efl 
pioneer n carrying the gospel of socialism 
to the nooks and corners, to the homes 
and huts of I ami I Nadu, 

The wide spread awakening "among the 
masses, the uni verbal urge for more and 
more education among the \veaker sections 
the communal and religious harmony v. 
form ihc hallmark of Tamil Nadu are the 
precious fruits of Pcriyar 's revolutionary 
and forthright fight against ail foTras of 
1 1 justice. 

May wc prove worthy of him by eschew - 
hg feelings of superiority and iaferioriy 



between man and man. ensuring real 
equality, between man and woman, doing 
our best to rebuild om in such a 

manner as to guarantee full life arid li\ 
tu all and by discarding all outmoded ideas 
that stand in the way of establishing 
equality in the fullest sense of the word. 
(Courtesy- Tamil Aras 



and the Christening Ritual! 

Intellectually, T. H. Huxley and his wife 
were poles apart, especially ir. religious 
matters. Although she was not very 
orthodox, she very much liked to have the 
children christened became she thought th« 
was * a kind of spiritual vaccina. ti<m 
without which the youngsters might catch 
sin in worse forms us they grew up.* 

Instead ofcri ne in his house 

on the lines of the famous debate between 
him and Bishop Wil her force on the ques- 
tion of evolution. TH decided to surrender 
...but in his He proposed the 

name of the botanist Hooker for Godfather 
and wrote to him that ' this tvai the only 
way to turn the farce into reality, .by 
making it an extra bond with one's friend/ 
Hooker -Id "...the clerk shall tell 

all the lies for you and you shall be asked 
to do nothing else than to help devour ihe 
christening feed and be as good a friend te 
the boy as you have beer, to his father," 
* * • 

•NOTHING ' IS GRtATtR THAN GOD! 

Shakespeart had to choos* between reli- 
gion and nothing. He chose nothing. 
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Types of 

Religionists 



We arc surrounded by religiowi 
Everywhere, we come across believers, 
conformists? and theists. tt is very neces- 
sary to understand them so that they can 
be handled accordingly. Here is an attempt 
to classify the religionists into certain 
types. The classification does not imply 
water-tight compartments. A single perse n 
may belong to more than one type. Ten 
major types arc described below. 

I. THE SIMPLE TYPE : 

The simple type arc those who give no 
thought to the way of life prescribed for 
i by the society and accept it ungrud- 
gingly with all its joy& and sorrows. 
They never imagine that life could be and 
id be different, They have no indivi- 
dualities independent of the social context 
y are adjusted. They would 
been different, had their society beea 
different. They are neither critical nor 
'malic, and carry no bitterness with them. 
Fatalism enables them to survive. 



2. THE HUMANIST TYPE; 

Some religionists are humanists They 
have tolerance, compassion, partiality for 
justice and such other qualities tha< spring 
from the milk of humanity. They believe 
that all human beings are children of qpd 
and that all religions are only different 
pathways to reach the same goal. This 
— HlnLuni bc3ief enables them to live in a certain 
state of happiness. They can at least have 
a dialogue with the rationalists, and can 
generously agree to disagree. They also 
provide the nearest rest-house for the 
drop-outs from the rationalist camp. 



v THE REFORMIST TYPE; 
_ These are the set who critters Ltie evils in 
the religion, 01 the grounds that they have 
all crept in, during the mediaeval times 
and did not exist in the original religion. 
They denounce caste system, advocate 
equal rights for women, agitate for the 
Harijar.s entry into temples. According to 
then 1 solutions to all problems lie in 
reforms and education. They think* of no 
cal change and they never discern lie 
root cause. This type is the most con- 
venient one for our country, the high 
water mark for a popular leader. It ena- 
bles one to be progressive and conform k 
superficial and acceptable 

.4. THE INTELLECTUAL TYPE 
Almost all iiuellexLLuiN in our country 
belong to this category. They arc 

rve f westernised, nationalistic and- 
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conformists in ultimate analysis. They 
would support reforms but would be hardly 
bothered about them. Basically they arc 
careerist*. Their main characteristic is the 
intellectual capacity to rationalise funda- 
mental contradictions between science and 
superstition so as to make them compatible 
for the' national consumption The r 
mind* are fed on the quotable quotes of 
\ ivekananda and similar personalities, 

5. THE PHILOSOPHICAL TYPE : 

This category is not without its intellec- 
tual foundation, but it is characterised by 
iis interest in a withdrawal from this world 
with a view to create a better humanity. 
The philosophical type h$i£ a vocabulary 

ofi!6 ad an art of putting things 

that provide new hopes and compensation 
for frustrated individuals, to live in ivory 
towers. It is in this respect, that they ar* 
distinguished . from the humanist type. 
Sonic of ita practitioners avoid responsi- 
bilities, and y«t retain importance by 
having a finger in every pie. 

6. THE COMMERCIAL TYPE : 

For this class, religion is no mutter of 
faith or emotional need, but only an 
I of salesmanship. They must 
support it because they gain out of it Tiu 
film industry with its formula of >:■ 
violence-patriotism-religion, is the best 
example. This type is il Me rent from the 
astrologers aud god-men ; it can twitch 
over from one lins to another according to 



market situation, but the astrologers ste. 
cannot, The commercial type is generally 
detached and tolerant of all faiths. 

7. THE SEXY TYPE: 

There is a class^ of people for whom 
religion is a camouflage or direct or 
indirect satisfaction of the sex instinct. 
There is no dearth of religious porno- 
graphy, Krishna being the king figure in 
the trade. Sexual rituals were not only 
known in the past, but are prevalent 
. even today in one shape cr another. When 
a person gets possessed by a so-caliod 
ne spirit, you have to observe how 
some members of the opposite sex take 
sate of that person. Sonic balms being 
looked after by ladies, and some women 
jetting issues through holy blessings are 
examples of this category, 

S THE BEGGAR TYPE : 

The beggar type are those who despa- 
ateiy run after gods, god-men, occultists, 
astrologers and priests with the hope of 
fulfilling their desires. They could be rich 
or poor, powerful or meek, They seek a 
*hort-cut to sclf-jntcrcst by means of a 
urrendcr. Sonic of them, beg oily at 
one door, where as must of tbem are 
eagerly in search of doors. Any thing is 
good that brings some hope of new bene- 
fits. This category is generally noisy and 
free from fanaticism, 
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9. THE FANATIC TYPE : 

The fanatic type needs no description. 
Their love for religion is expressed in the 
intolerance and hatred of other faiths. One 
need not be a religious person in ordei to 
use religion as aa instrument of religion t 
fanaticism. There is one good thing about 
fanatics; they allow you to know them and 
make no secrets. Fanatics get no open 
support, yet they are liked by the non- 
fanatic members of their religion, to protect 
and promote the corporaie Interests. 
Therein lies the secret of their success. 



THE IEAL ANAESTHETIST 

"A preecher's aimis to spray his dupa's 
intellect with religious chloroform, and 
destroy the power to think and reason." 



THE Mr HYDE 

' Man Is not always like a brute, he's kind 
enough when not excited by religion." 

—Mark Twain 



10. .THE EGOTIST TYPE: 
These are the people who consider 
themselves morally superior to others 
because of their being religious. Taking 
baths, applying Vibhuti. uttering man 
attending hhajans, imdertaking fasts, obser- 
ving taboos, etc, are for them, instruments 
of vanity and prestige. They are exhibitio- 
nists and take pleasure in looking down 
upon others, who do not behave accordin- 
gly They are generous in excusing even 
rascals who join thei- fold, but never a 
person who does not recognize their c 
for moral superiority. 

It appears that all the religionists m 
generally come across, fall in one or more 
of the above categories. 



A RATIONALIST IN DISGUISE 

The " believer" doesn't really believe ; he, 
from desire, only think* he believe*, 



SUCCESSFUL HOAX 

Religion is a gigantic hoax; a hoax, 
which lies bwen remarkably successful." 

— L. Thtrmtstm J, ssi. 



BISHOP'S DIATRIBE 

— Did ha *dit Thesaurus ? 

Bert rand Russell Joit his appointment as 
professor of philosophy at the College of 
the City of New York in 1940. The charge 
against hfm, as made out by a group of 
siesta led by Episcopal Bishop Will] am 
T Manning of New York, was that ' his 
books were lecherous, salacious, libidinous, 
lustful, venerojs, erotomaniac, aphrodisiac, 
atheistic, irreverart, narrow-minded, 
untruthful and bereft of moral fibre/ 
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Historical Study of 
Islam — II 



/ We wish to clarify that this stria! by Mr. 
Y.A. Lokhandwala comprises of excerpts 
mnd Ideas culled from Mr. Asghar Alt 
Engineer's forthcoming book. In deference 
to the wishes of Mr. Engineer, the .serial to 
mire appropriately titled 'A historical 
Study of hlam.' Due to paucity iff space 
the serai could r\ot be published if! our 
August '79 issue, — Ed.] 

Islam was on urban bused religion. The 
pattern of symptoms that characterise Islam 
are monotheism, stress on scriptural revt- 
lation and hence on literacy, egaljtarianisrn 
between belicvcn and consequently absence 
of special meditation, which would leai4 to 
hierarchy, minimisation of ritual or mystical 
extravagance, - correspondingly moderation 
and sobriety and stress on observance of 
rules rather than on emotional behaviaur. 
In early Arabian Islam, there were no spiri- 
tual oi mimical extravagance, which deve- 
loped latei in non-Arab' mi societies 
of Persia, centra] Asia, India etc. 

Mohammed** concern for the poor of the 
out through religious channel. 
It is for this reason that the suras (R 
lationul parses) that uned 



in Mecca are terse, vigorous end Full of 
threats to those who accumulate and hoard, 
whereas the suras that sprang to him in 
Medina, as the situation was quite different 
there*- arc sober, gentle arid legislative, as 
then the Prophet was concerned with the 
functions of the state. 

The trader* of Mecca were quite cons* 
hi us of their important role, which gene- 
rated an ideology in them to procure an 
effective system of security to carry on 
their trade peacefully. Thus, unlike Chris- 
tianity, their ideology was not akin to tht 
ideology of the suppressed people to find 
Milacc from the unbearable conditions of 
life, who embraced Christonity. Quite 
naturally, therefore, Islam proved suci 
fill, whereas Christianity failed as a reaction 
of Hellenism (Greek ideology and domi- 
nation), islam completed the eviction of 
Hellenism from the Syriac world. It reinte- 
grated in the Arab Caliphate, the Syriac 
crsal state that Alexander the groat 
had ruthlessly cut short. Almost identical 
circumstances and reasons were respon- 
sible for Judaism to fail to influence the 
Arab mercantile bourgeois*. 

As earlier explained, the desert of Arabia 
provided hardly any worthwhile means of 
sustenance, except the plunder of the rich 
trade caravans ptssirg through it ar of 
townspeople living in urban centres. This 

'•'Own as Gl 
account of its economic necessity, 

became nulised. Ever Mohaaiined 
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resorted to it to bring his recalcitrant 
opponents to their knees. In January €24 
A.D, Mohammed organised such raid on a 
Mcecan caravan returning 1 fron Yemen, 
which subsequently made the dia-hard 
opponents of Mohammed in Mecca to mir- 
icudci to him. This raid and others that 
lowed have been much maligned by the 
opponents of Mohammed. Some western 
authors too have gene to the extent of 
calling him a mere brigand pretending to 
be a Prophet. 

After hii marriage with Khadija, a very 
wealthy widow, wh« was a partner in a 
commercial corporation of Mecca. Moham- 
med spent long years of meditation in the 
cave of Hira, whereafter he earn* to. certain 
conclusions which, if translated into prac- 
tice, could have completely transformed 
the Mcccai. society. These conclusions he 
described as revelations From God through 
archangel Ciahriel, which perhaps might 
have been a hallucinatory impression ta 
him. 

In the early days of Islam, there were 
only 1 7 men of the tribe of Quresh who 
could read an:! Muslims believe 

i hat the Prophet himself was " Urn mi \ 
meaning hi did not know reading and 
writing. 



to historical and material circumstance 
then obtaining in Arabia and not oa 
account of any inherent divine superiority 
This very Islam when transplanted into 
decaying feudal- surroundings of other 
countries, was transformed into a kind of 
religion with emphasis on fate, passive 
surrender, expectation ©f rewards in the 
world hereafter and so on. Its early dyna- 
and vigour was lost as in those 
societies Islam could not play that histori- 
cal role as it could in the traniformation ©f 
Arabian society. 

Quite a few Muslim intellectuals satisfy 

themselves by pointing out that Islam 

enshrines democracy and socialism both. 

It is an unassailable act that the real 

materials and economic equality jcculd nat 

be established in any Islamic society and 

therefore, the concept of equality remained 

operative only in religious domain like 

congregational prayer, wherein all stand in 

ore line, King or subject, rich or poor, lord 

U i slave. 

(to be continued) 



GOD'S ALIBI 



The new religion wanted to establish a 
just society aid remove deeper causes of 
conflict here and now, unfile otber " Tne only excuse for god is, he doasnt' 

jSioris like Christianity which promised to • x,st -' 
du so in the life t*T. Jbi due — VHrsd^, Europe's greatest Philosopher 
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On the First Death Anniversary 
of Dr. Kavoor We Remember 
Him.., 



He Fought Godmen 

, Ail His Life! 



©,. ® X %a,*vn 
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[The article explains- Dr. Kovoor s' his :orie 
visit to Putiaparthi and whitefteld to meet 
the Sai Baba. The incident 
exposed the Sai Baba hoax — t 

"The miracle busier of Sri Lai 

NDAY- the papular weekly maga- 
t f Calcutta introduced Dr. Abraham 
T. Kovoor to its readers. True to his 
mission, no better qualification could,, it 
seems, be so appropriate and revealing 
than what SUNDAY had portrayed 
through the citation, "miracle buster." 

EXPLOITATION 

Certain hfatxjsf theoreticians in India 
had. appreciating the crusade* by 

Dr \ 

men, expressed then doubt 



about the overall effectiveness and ultimate 
success of his mission. Duijng the long 
distance travels in India in connection with 
the Divine Miracle Exposure CsmpaJgn?, 
this writer had the opportunity to have in- 
timate discussions with Dr Kovoor on 

al subjects h was a pleasant surprise 
for this writer to learn that Dr. Kovoor 
was a Marxist himself and had studied 
Marxist theories and economic principles. 
But in his public speeches he deliberately 
avoided any discussion on Marxism-Leni- 
nism for he strongly held that any attempt 
in this direction would be detrimertal'to 

:»use of Rationalist propaganda, How- 
e>er, he castigated the worst form of ex- 
ploitation systematically perpetrated in flu 
name of God and supernatural powers by 
^the Babas, Godmen and miracle-maker 
India and elsewhere. 

On one occasion he said, "Karl Marx 
and Trotsky spoke about the capitalists 
exploiting the masses. No one had then 
thought of the exploitation of the masses 
by crafty miraclemen." (Exclusive Inter- 
view-NAGFUR TIMES dated 27-1 0-1975). 
He declared, * 'Godmen like Mahesh Yogi 
and Sai Baba were exploiting 'the people 
and amassing huge wealth and it was the 
worst form of exploitation, cven'wprse than 
what the capitalists do," 

GODMFN CHALLENGED 

Dr, Kovoor was very strong in his c 

victions pnd he chose it as his mission to 

fight the miraclemen who exploited the 
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gullibility of masses. Eo the beginning he 
Marled writing against superstitions but 
soon realised tlia: ant amount of writing 
was not going to detract the gullibie 
masses from following the miracle makers. 
In order to convince the innocent peole of 
tie hypocrisy of the Godmen, and their 
inability to free the test oF reason and 
science, Dr. Kovoor threw out his well- 
known challenges. These challenges were 
published .throughout the world to the God- 
men, gums, Babas, spiritualists and 
oecurtiita to perform a miracle under fraud- 
proof conditions and to win the bet. But 
none among the 5000 to 7D00 of the world's 
Godmen population ever had ventured to 
face his challenges, obviously because these 
godmen could not turn up to publicly own 
their weaknesses ! Even so, the challenges 
and the propaganda unleashed by the 
rationalists during the Divine Miracle Ex- 
posure Campaigns made the Godmen of 
India and their collusive agents very much 
scared and nervous. Many an innocent 
devotee started doubting whether the god- 
men possessed any miracle powers at all. 
Had there been any truth in their claims, 
what was the harm b demonstrating it for 
the benefit of the people," they reasoned. 
This was a development which worried the 
kingpins among the godmen Oodrnan 
Sathya Sai Baba became panick and mana- 
ged to get some of the editors of news- 
papers and magazines publish 'cock-and- 
bulP stories of his miracles and gi eatress. 
One of those editor* worte, /'God is an 
Indian and Sathya Sai Baba is the real. 
Indian God." 

MEETING WlimiABA'S DEVOTEES 

Not being satttft -■•- writings, 

Sathya Sai Baba himself came out to the 



fore and rained his /curses* on Rationa 
and Atheists, He called them names. He 
bowled out that "ants and dogs do not 
know the depth of the ocean." The de- 
votees repeated this chore. They argued 
in public places, wrote tetters to nc 
papers, circulated nalmphlets asking 
should not Dr. Kovoor go to Sai Ba 1 
They claimed that Dr. Kovoor would* be 
reduced to ashes in case he entered the 
premises of Saf Baha. 

During a press conference at Nagpur, a 
group of Sai devotees requested Dr. Kovooi 
to make a trip to Puttaparthi during 
November 15 to 24, 1975 wheuthe second 
world meet of Sri Sathya Sai Seva Organi- 
sation was being held there; Dr. Kovoor 
readily agreed on condition that Sai Baba 
should allow him to verify his miracle 
powers and cosuK his (Dr. Kovoor**) 
safety. The Sai disciples declined to 
guarantee these conditions and withdrew 
their offer. 

However, Sathya Sai Baba'shenchr 
and devotees continued the gimmick that 
Dr. Kovoor should go to the abode of the 
Bhagawan to experience his powers. It 
was therefore, decided that during the 4th 
Divine Miracle Exposure Campaign Sai 
Baba should be visited. Mr. A. Surya- 
Narayana, General secretary of the Indian 
Rationalist Association wrote from Madrts 
in November 1576 to Sai Baba requesting 
him to give an opportunity to Dr. Ki 
to verify the truthfulness of his miracle 
powers. Bat the Baba did not reply. 

THE HISTORIC CAMPAIGN AT 

. ANANITUR 

The Divine M - Campaign 

at Anamptir was fixed to be held on 
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30-11-1976. According to the itinerary 
Dr, Kovoor was to visit Prasanthi Nilayam 
Baba's abode) at Puttapartr.y on 
t- 12- 1976, after the programme at Anart- 
pur. But Sai Baba tried a I] means at Lis 
disposal to get the programme at Anantp-.ir 
cancelled. He even brought in political 
urt to deny police permission to the 
iitig in the name of law and order prob- 
lem. Because of the consistent efforts 
made by the Indian Rationalist Association, 
police permission was at last accorded. 
This was possible only after the natter 
was referred to the Prime Mini; 

The Divine Miracle Exposure programme 
at Anantpur on 30th December, 1976 tur- 
ned out to be h:ghly successful. Abqut 25 
to 30 thousand people surged there to hear 
Dr. Kovoor. People "listened to the Ace 
Rationalist in pin-drop silence. Sitting 
under the nose of the God man Sai Baba, 
the people of Anantpur heard the nascent 
age of truth and humanism from 
Dr. Kovoor. They heard the talc of the 
deadly psychological warfare let loose by 
SaTBaba and his agents. This meeting 
was an unforgaltable everu in the history 
of Rationalist Movement in India. 

BABA SHIES AWAY ! 
On the following day at 9 a. m. 
Dr. Kovoor and his touring troupe left for 
Puttaparthy accompanied by a few Police 
i tables from Anantpur. On the direc- 
tion of the Superintendent of Police, Anant 
pur, the Sub-Inspector at Puttaparthy 
Police Slat ion welcomed Dr. Kovoor at the 
gates of 'Prasanthi Nilayai Bat 

Dr. Kovoor was told that Sai Baba had 
left for Whitefield, Bangalore on the pre- 
vious uight. It was clear that the Baba 
had decided to avoid meeting Dr. Kovoor 
f otherwise there was no reason why he 



should have left his palace the same night 
when Dr Kovoor*s proposed visit was 
announced. As for Dr. Kovoor, he had 
decided to try every raears to meet Sai- 
Babs and to make public the hollowncss 
of his claims. Immediately therefore, he 
and the part y left for Bangalore On 
2-12-1976, in the company of a group of 
pressmen from Bangalore Dr. Kovoor 
proceeded to Whitoficld. 

Reaching Whiteficld, Dr. Kovoor and 
his party reported at the Kudukudy Police 
Station and from there accompained by the 
Inspector of Police and a dozen of cons- 
tables reached the gates of ^BRINDA- 
VAN" palace, the head -quarters of Sai 
Baba, Soon there were frantic movement u 
of people in and around the palace. A 
representation consisting -of Prof. A. M, 
Dharnialingam, prof, Naujunda Swam) and 
writer v, ide and conveyed to the 

Baba the news of Dr. Kovopr's arrival. 
They informed the Baba that Dr. Kovoor 
wanted to meet him. At first it was told 
the Baba got angry. He hac requested 
the representation through one of his 
secretaries to tell Dr* Kovoor that the Baba 
iiig to sleep. (Imagine, it was U 
a. m a suitable time for the godmao to 
sleep ! ) Later when the representatives in- 
sisted that Dr, Kovoor was coming from a 
far off place and he had cone all the way 
in meet Sai Baba, the Bhagawun got 
furious. It was conveyed to the wailing 
representatives, "This is a private property. 
Dr, Kovoor has no right io enter here. If 
I have not q 1 i means 

1 do not want to see him." 

THE FIGHT IS ON! 

And thus it all ended. The chirgc of 
Sai Baba himself, his henchmen and de~ 
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votccs thai if Dr. Kuvuur wanted to test 
the Baba's powers, he should go to the 
Baba, was belied. The veryjstatement that 
Baba is love embodiment is proved to be a 
big joke ! Then no trace of love, no 

fellow -consideration, no self respect, no 
truth, no tranquility, found any where. The 
Baba and his henchmen bore Che look-of 
cheats, their behaviour the meanest I 

Dr. Kovoor and the party returned to 
Bangalore, not without success but trium- 
phantly. Triumphant because Dr. Ko 
once, again proved to the wor]d that Sai 
Baba's claims whether they related to mi- 
racles or love and truth, were all falsehood 
of the first order. Triumphant bee 
in the interest of hie ov, n safety and 
Sathya Sai Baba declared Jhat hence! 
he would no I be performing miracles. 

Dt. Kovoor fought a relentless battle 
against the Godmen and their cu It, With 
Dr. Kovoor's death this personal fight 

e to an end. But that is no reason :^or 
i he Cindmen to rejoice. Dr. Kovoor has 
inspired thousands of young rational 
who will continue his mission. The %ht 
is on I Dt, Kovoor has once said, "as a 
.humanist! t will die as a happy man if 1 
cap, before my deattC expose the thousands 
of char lata as who exploit the mawep in the 

ext of Godmen," Dr. Kovoor's dream 
was partly satisfied when the Committee 
constituted by Bangalore University e 
sed the mini God, Sai Kris] The days 

are not far when the big godmer like 
Sathya Sai Baba and Mahesh Yogi will be 
exposec. History will never forgive ti 
charlatans who amassed huge wcclth by 
exploiting innocent people. JfL 



The Plight of 

Children 



Ot the 1,500 million children living on tha 
Globe, more than 500 million era deprived of 
elementary means to existence. 

In Let m America a child dies of hunger 
every 30 seconds. 

In Southern Africa BQ% of black chitdr n 
die before reaching the age ol five. 

In capitalist countries 52 million children 
under 15 have to drop school and seek work. 

Thousands of Palestinian children have 
neither home nor home land — they live in 
refugee camps. 

The aggressive war cf US imperialism 
orphaned 900,000 children in Vialnam. 

And at the same time : 

Three to four thousand million dollars are 
spent daily on armaments. 

Nine school* could be built on the money 
wasted in the building ef nine F-14 planes. 

The cost of construction of one nuclear 
submarine equals the amount of money that 
could be spenton the aducation ot 16 million 

childr 



Five hospitals could be built on the money 
which goes for the conetructien of one 
ballistic rocket. 
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VU AtouS God 



s ? 



l {*6rc*uk 



man 



' What about gods ? ' by Chris Brockman 
is a welcome addition to rations. 
lilerutiirc available for children. 

The interesting book seeks to answer 
ifie quizzical mind of a child and sets forth 
tbe answers in easy, intelligible fancy 
paragraphs with sketches. 

f Many people say 

they believe in a god. 

Do you know 

what a god is ? 

Do you know what it means 

to believe in a god ? * — it puses the 
question and immediately puts the child on 
the road to reason. What a contrast from 
th? religionists 'efforts io kill the natural 
of reasoning and ratiocination in 
a child to prepare the child's mind for 
subsequent indoctrination 7 

'A god is a mythical rer. 

Mythical characters are imaginary, they're 
real. People make them up/ and 
again, 



1 People invented gods to explain where 
the world came from. But when 
people say thai gods made the world 
they don't explain anything. They 
only leave another question to be 
answered : Who made the gods f 

The book is informative and teaches a 

child the meanings and importance of what 

is found ii every day experience The 

children are often frightened out of their 

wits by tbe irrational parent who may 

narrate stories of witches and devils to 

force them to submission and obedience. 

Even a rationalist's child may hear about 

ies and devils from other children, 

n our books have stories of devils and 

lies with brooms !) The book has a 

comforting thought to such childn 

'Wikb devils who east magic 

spells were dreamed up by someone 
long ago to explain why bad things 
sometimes happen, Tf someone he- 
came ill. or tell and broke a leg, or 
lost some money, people at one time 
plained it as an eril 
speH on that person \ 

The book sets out to narrate the cruelty 
perpetrated in the name of religion, the 

crusades. It also exposes the crofty reli- 
gion st ! 

4 Another way religinns try to get people 
to go to church is by building big, 
fancy buildings for churches. They 
have singing and other pleasant things 
to make people like being at church, 
Religions also have parties and din* 
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ners and bingo garnet and carnivals to 
make people like belonging to the 
religion.! 

But what is the price that we pay 7 
* Part of the price is money they must 
give to help build church buildings 
and pay church leaders This money, 
could be used in much better ways to 
make the world a better place. The 
biggest part of the price is that people 
must lie to their minds/ 

The religious -leader after trying to 
inveigle the masses with parties and carni- 
vals* tries to herd the others who still stay 
away. He is now in his true colours, and 
tries to scare people ! 

'Religious leaders often try lo scare 
people into going to church. They 
say they will help to make the gods 
less angry so they won't puuish any- 
one. But first, they say, people i 
admit thai the leaders arc special, and 
that they are friends of the gods. 
Then they mn*t coito tn church and 
listen to the leaders tell them what the 
gods want them to do.! 

Ok ! Now these religionists want belief 
in god. But what docs belief in a god by 
itself mean? The book sets out logically 
for a child (and for anyone indeed !) 

'To believe in a god means that a per- 
son who believes lias faith that the god 
really exists and is not just a mythical 
character. Faith means believing 



something even though there is no good 
reason to believe it. A person must 
have faith to believe in a god tince no 
one has proot that a god exists, 
Religions say that' having faith in a 
god is a very good thing for people 
to do. But believing something with- 
out good reason is like lying to your 
mind,! 

The book has indeed many such quotes 
It exhorts the child to think unfettered and 
scientifi ca 1 1y . Tt *fl vs , 

1 B ful thinking, measuring, and 

testing e discovered niany of 

the real causes of things, and we're 
discover tag moie all the time. We 
call this ig, measuring and 

testing, science*. 

Ii 3 i thai we will soon nave au 

Indiar version of such rationalist children's 
Literature. Our goJs with faces of an 
elephant or a monkey and human torso 
will make amusing reading and such pre- 
posterous stulT will quicken the dild's 
passage to rationalistic thought ! 

The book, excellently got up, is pub 
ed by Prometheus Books. U.SA. 



V. GOPALAKRISHNAN, M ADR AS 



. 
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CHILDREN'S CORNER 



THE PRIEST AND THE BOATMAN 

— Ma. R, Sudho, Malaysia 

The homed priest sat in r/»e boat astride 

To cross the river deep and wide. 
14 Can you real, my good man?*' 

Spoke the priest to the Boatm 

Nay, Sire, never been to scho<- 

RepUed lh* other like fool. 
" Tut, rut ", chuckled the priest, 

" Quarter your life is dearly lost ". 

The jcIc tme up and the skies grew dark 

The learned priest sat 01 

Wondering at the mans ignorance, 
" Have you, to the devoted, given alms?" 

Enquired, the priesi in deep alarm. 
'Alas, Hire, the answer is nay" 

Groaned the worthy in all dismay, 

" Oh, dear", moaned the good priest 

Half your life is lost for ever". 

The thunder roared and the lightning jiashed ... 
The learned priesi counted every bead 

And looked up to the .Lord to plead. 
" Have you been to places holy?" 

Queried the priest to the unholy. 

Never, Sire, never thought of going" 
aided the man as if crying. 
'Ah", smote the priest on the chest 

" Three quarters your life is lost ", 

The wind howled and the storm raged 

Tjte learned priest closed the eyes and knelt 

f for him so deeply felt. 
'My good Sire, can you swim" 

feed' the boatman in voice so grim. 
ml have no desire ", 
Answered the priest in al! despair, 
Hal, Sire", said the boatman aghast 

- A Itfe , is lest >n 

The boat turned ever and the* priest ^<cnt down 
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TEST FOR REASON No. 22 

COINCIDENCE 

Fn a fathering or* sixty people what is 
the probability of finding t sons 

whose birthday falls on the 

RULES: 

1. The entries should he received on w 
before 30-9-79 

2. There is a prize of books to be sent 
to the winner' f 

one correct entry the prize will 
divided; equally. 

3. Readers are requested to quote i 
Membership Numbet or Subscrip- 
tion Numb 

SOLUTION FOR TEST FOR REASON 
No. 22. 

We know that by the time the tort 
covers 1000/9 metres the i 
10,000/9 metres and WkHild catch up with 
the tortoise, having travelled a thousand 
metres more. If we add the distances, 
giver, by Nona we find that ihe torloisc, 
runs (ICO + 10+1 + 1/10 + l/ir 

) metres while the hare (1000 + 

100 - 10 + I . + 1/10 ) metres. 

Summing up the series we get 1000/9 and, 
10,000/9 metres, the distances that the 
tortoise and the hare respectively w< 
cover till the latter catches up with the 
Conner.. Thus wc see thai, that Nun; 
his long drawn-out story, had been re 
ting his vision to a time shortly before the 
time when the hare would catch up 
tortoise. There is as much fs 
Meena's icasoiring as there would be if 

restrict our discussion, about Mecca's 
childhood to a period when he was below 
eight and e nily conclude [hat he 

newer or ight 

The following who have sent cor reel 
answers share the prize ; 

1) R. Achyut.a, Hanamakonda, A.?. 

2) R. Lakslm. LUgalurc 

3) G. R. Menon, Ann 

4) V. Muiugappan, Madras. 



Aging Gracefully 

M Age gracefully " should be the motto 
ofow organisation. Old age is no bliss 
in capitalist system for multitudes of aged 
people ; as it t's considered a burden on the 
society. On the contrary, in socialist 
system aged people are well looked after 

end properly cared for. economically, 
socially and medically. 

" A man is as.aged as he feels ™ is true. 

an attitude of mind, which is condi- 

:d by escapist notions imposed on mind 

right from the ehildrhood and those notions 
are conditioned by the unscientific and illu- 
sory belief jn the existence of supernatural 
power, rebirth and such other absurdities. 
This shakes the very self-confidence of 
man, especially in advanced age, and he 
becomes fatalist and instead of facing age 
valiantly, resigns himself to fate. 

On the other hand, a Rationalist is free 
from the shackles of fate, superstitions, 
myths and in and therefore, he has to 

resort to this own serf courage and con vic- 
tor withstanding any ordeal, and 
e he ages gracefully and cheerfully oy 
finding out rationally the ways and meant 
to do. 

I am now 63 years young and yet I have 
not felt the r old a^e as T am always 

alive and active inspired by rationalist 
convictions. 

I wish that m inced-in-agc fellow 

emulate my way of thinking 
and live gracefully arid I urn willing to 
extend my services to that end. 

Y. A. Lei .. iila Riimhay 

I.R.A. 



I. R # A. tndowment Fund 

We gutcfully acknowledge the ribiltoog to The fund 

L Dr. Fulabhai K. Amin, Godhm 

Or, Prafulla K. Anus, Anand ^ 

Dr Kirit F. Amiu, Anand 

Mr. Y. A. Lolcbajwlwala, Bom] 

Mr. Put kh. Bombay 

Mr. A. B. Pinto, Bombay 

Dr. Sudha Saraiya, Bombay 

Ml Sam B LoJ&aodwala, BjCom. LL.B. Sarat 

Mr B. Lokhandwala, B.Sc, Surat 

Mr. Yasmjn R. Contractor, B.A. Bombay 

Mr. Rtghuiaih V, Bhagwat, Poena 

Dr Ratilal V. Shah, M.B.B.S.. Godhra 

As per May J 979 issue 



3. 

4, 
5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

II. 
12, 



250-00 

125-00 

125-00 

1,300-00 

100-00 

100-00 

100-00 

100-00 

100-00 

5M0 

50-Oq 

500-00 

2900-00 
4,234-15 

7JJ4-I5 



The other well withers of die Rationalist Movement are also raaueated to 
connbute hberally to the fund as appealed by the President of IRA. CSa! 

contribution for the Endowment Fund is Rs. 50 r which JS boweve, payable Tn tw 
consecutive monthly instalments. m^dic m t 

-S V. VASCNDHRA 
Treasurer 



New Members 

We heartily welcome the following New Members to I, R. A 



Membership No. n- 

LIFE MEMBERS 

LM-62 Mr. M. A. Rane, B.A. t LL.B. 

rani**™ i™.? 1 .; 3 ' J " Abh y ankar > G.F, A.M. (Bom) 
ORDINARY MEMBERS 

M-^v Mr. Vinayak Trajkar 

M-500 Mr, Paturi Ycllappa 

M_5 01 Mr, Gopi Anayadi, M.A. 

M-»2 Dr. A. f. Muhamed Sheriff, M.Sc, Ph.D. 

M-503 Mr. Ramchander K. Kunnath 

M-504 Mr. V. Sundaram, L.EB. 

M-505 Mr. Hansh Jtrishna Rao Deshimikh, 

RSc, B.Ed., 

M-506 Ms, J, S. Nirmala, BE. 

■ v1 - 507 Mr. J. Markandeyolu 

STUDEN F MEMBERS 

SM-64 Mr. G. Raja Gopal 

SM "65 M r . U, n. Vcnkatcsh 

SM-66 Ms. K, Lenina 

SM-67 Mr. O. P. Singh Kusnwaha 



Place 



Bombay (Maharasthra) 

Bardoli (Gujarat) 
Kurnool (A, P.) 
Mi gpu r ( M a ham sh t r a ) 
Madurai (Tamil Nadu) 
Bombay (Maharashtra) 
1 nival la in (Tamrlnadu) 

Nagpu r [M a hanishi ra ) 
Madurai fTamilnadu) 
Nellorc fA.P.) 



SM-68 



Mr, Uday J. Sheth 



Bangalore (KaraatakaJ 
Bangalore (Karnataiaj 
Madras {Tamil Nadj) 
Chandrapur 

(Maharashtra) 
Bombay (Maharashtra) 

A. SURYANARAYANA, 
Ventral Secretary, IR.A, 
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NATIONALIST BOOKS FOR SALE 

Rfc P. 

] VI N. Roy Political ttingraphy— IX B. Karnik 124 

2. The Role of Bhagvad Gita in Indian History— P. N. Bazaz ... 100 00 

3. The Humanist Way to Democracy— M. N. Roy „, 2 00 

4. M. N, Roy-Revolution and Reason in India) Politics — >Dr. Orover 30 00 

5. Dwarfing uf Man— V. Ktr.sky ... 3D 00 

6. Annihilation of caste— B, R. Ambcdkar .., 6 00 

7. Mr. Gandhi & Emancipation of untouchables — B. R. Ambedkar ... 3 00 1 
5. Ranadc, Gandhi & Jiunah — B, R. Ambedkai ... 3 00 
9. Thoughts on Linguistic states— B. R Atnbfldkar „. 7 00 

10. Thus spoke Arabedkar Vol. I ... 7 00 '# 

11. -do- Vol. II ... 7 Orj 

12. We become Ameists-Gora ... 5 00 

13. I Learn .. ... 4 00 

14. Psychosomatic Structure of Miracles— B K .Narayanan 5 00 

15. Story of an RSS worker ... 4 00 

16. RSS-A Danger to democr ... $ 

17. 16 book I 1 1 on RSS & Jansaj igh ... % 

IB. Creation or E\olutioi» — J. Bov ... 3 00 

10. Bible Absurdities— J. Bowden 1 00 

20. Bible Contradicts itself — I, Bowden ... I 00 

2L Archaeology and the Bible — J. Bowden ... 1 fjQ 

22. Herbert W, Armstrong and His vorJd wide Church of God 

—J, Bowden ... 2 00 

23. Sense and Nonsense — Ms. Shakuntala Pranjpyc ,.. 10 0O 
24 How to Secularize India?— Dr. G, N. Jyotishaakai ... I 00 

25. Satan's poems — Dr. G. N. Jyotishankar ... 1 25 

26. History & Growth of Rationalist Movement ,! 

in Tamil Nadu — S. L. Bharati I qq 

27. in other states 2 00 ',? 

28. Brain Teasers— Ravi Narula 10 50 '•( 

29. Lord of ths Air— Tal Brooke \fc V 10 00 e 

30. God Checkmated (for 5 copies) SftrW 3 75 

31. FREETHOUGHT Vol. V 1975 $ qp 

32. -do- VI 1976 ,.. 10 00 

33. -do- VII 1977 12 00 

34. do VIII 1978 15 00 

1. For Members of IRA postage (by ordinary post) is free. Others roiy kindly 
add 10% of the value of books towards postage, packing and fsrwirding charges, 

2. To avoid heavy VPP charges please order books with fall advance. 
3 For price list of Telugu & Tamil books please write to : 

I. R. A., 28/18 Pantheon Road, MADRAS-600'308 

" Edited A Published by C A. SESHADRI fV Indian Ritionalta Association 

28, 18, Panthaon Road, Madras -8. ind printed at Ambiga Printan 13, Ayalur Mlfthis 
Strati, Midrai-800 001, Phona i 21 161, fox Vfja Praai 2 2 Killngarayan Streat Madras-' 4 



